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A New Year: Our Hope
Dear Fellow Patrons of Ballet,
We have just finished a very exciting year with Christophe Maraval, our head teacher and artistic director, assisting the Miami City Ballet in training the
children for their Nutcracker at Artis-Naples in early December and then our own performance of the Nutcracker at Gulf Coast High School on Dec 20.
We are starting 2015 with the most students we have ever had with 35 adults and 98 children. In addition to a full program of classes at our studio, we
will also teach a class twice weekly at The Boy’s and Girl’s Club of Naples. Among our students we have 17 on full or partial scholarship and will have an
audition for additional students in May.
We are planning two full length ballet performances again this year. On May 30-31 we are planning to perform Coppelia at the Sugden Theater on 5th
Ave South and next December we will again perform our version of the Nutcracker. Our goal is to eventually have one more performance each year but
we need a little more funding to reach that goal .
Every dollar that is given to Naples Ballet is used first to fund our scholarship students and then to help pay the direct costs of our two performances
such as theater rental, moving expenses, music and stage crews. All donations are tax efficient as Naples Ballet is a 501 C-3 not-for-profit enterprise. For
those who have given to us in the past, we can’t thank you enough for your assistance. If you haven’t given but love dance, please consider a gift this
year.
As always, we want to thank our students, parents and friends who not only support us financially or by volunteering but also sustain us with their love
of classical ballet.
I hope to see you at one of our performances or at our studio.
With Warm regards,

Toshiko Tompkins

Community event: Naples Botanical Gardens , Night Lights December 21, 2014

Naples Botanical Garden is a 170-acre world-class garden paradise that features the plants and cultures of
the tropics and subtropics between the latitudes of 26 degrees North and 26 degrees South including Brazil,
the Caribbean, Southeast Asia and Florida and new Orchid Garden. A hands-on interactive Children’s
Garden along with 90 acres of beautifully restored natural habitats, walking trails and a Butterfly Garden offer
educational entertainment and enjoyment for people of all ages.
Naples Botanical Garden provides arts, culture, youth and adult education, wellness and volunteer programs
that contribute to the quality of life in Southwest Florida. Each year the Garden designs special events to
stimulate, educate and engage a varied audience.

4820 Bayshore Drive
Naples, FL 34102
(239) 643-7275

This season, the Garden welcomes two large-scale exhibit wide exhibits. Currently on exhibition guests can
view All Creatures Great and Small, a juried sculpture show featuring animal themed creations from some of
the country’s best known wildlife artists. Now on exhibit with general Garden admission through March 8,
these pieces are for sale with a portion of each sale benefiting the Garden. The second exhibit, Unearthed:
Dinosaurs in the Garden brings Jurassic sized fun for all ages with ten animatronics dinosaurs moving,
roaring and interacting with Garden guests. Unearthed is on view with general Garden admission March 14July 5, 2015 and includes fun family programming in the Children’s Garden including a photo op with T-Rex
and a dig pit. Check the website at www.naplesgarden.org for programming details and further information
on both these exhibits.
In addition to the exhibits and a Jazz and a Tribute concert series during season, the Garden holds annual
events, such as the Naples Flower Show in collaboration with Naples Garden Club and the cutest days of
the year, Dog Day and Gnome Day (both February 14 this year). Also, one of the most popular events, Night
Lights, brings thousands of visitors through the Garden to enjoy a festive line up of lights and performances.
And the last two events, the Garden was so fortunate to have Naples Ballet join us to dance scenes from the
Nutcracker. With the Water Garden as the stage and the talent of Naples Ballet this performance is always
an event favorite that we hope to continue again!

Photo Credit: Kelly Babcock

N
U
T
C

R
A
C

K
E
R

December 20, 2014
Phot Credit: Michelle Unglaub

The annual performance of The Nutcracker is a favorite among the dancers
and many students participate in the production. Nutcracker 2014 had both
performances on the same day at Gulf Coast High School. A total of 750
tickets were sold between the two performances. Profits from ticket sales
are put into the Naples Ballet scholarship
fund. Guest dancers were showcased. At
every performance, a boutique is set up
selling performance related merchandise as
well as Naples Academy of Ballet t-shirts.
The proceeds go to Naples Ballet’s scholarship fund as well.
Naples Ballet is thankful for all of the
volunteers and parents for all of their hard
work, dedication, and support of the student
dancers. Naples Ballet is also thankful for our
community audience who come to shows and
support our dancers by cheering them on.
For more pictures, visit the Nutcracker gallery on the website:naplesballet.org
Naples Daily News Letters:
Joy Davidson, Naples
Naples Ballet
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I’ve seen a gazillion Balanchine performances of “Nutcracker” (I often watched rehearsals of New York City Ballet when I
worked at the New York City Opera) and, of course, also performances of Miami City Ballet, which is great.
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But applause, kudos and a standing “O” to Naples Ballet, which performed at Gulf Coast High School. I bow to the director
Toshiko Tompkins, artistic director Christophe Maraval and ballet mistress Liliam Gomez. Truly I was stunned at the quality:
The dancers were marvelous from the “littles” to the “big girls”. The spacings, timings, technique and gestures were excellent
for the entire corps de ballet and the adult guests at the party, many of whom, I would guess, were parents and teachers. The
solos were wonderful! The guest artists, Eric Paz and Rudolpho Tandazo, not only had impressive experience, but presented
as superlative partners and soloists.
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I couldn’t quite believe all the women soloists were from Naples Ballet. Congratulations!
Huge Kudos go to the whole production staff, especially Alex Fuentes Ortiz and Jeff Weiss, set design and lighting, and finally a
big applause for the lovely costumes.
Parents and supporters of the delightful dancers deserve shouts of bravi. We know it is a big commitment.
Readers of the Daily News, don’t miss Naples Ballet performances in the future.

Graduating Seniors
Francesca Petraglia
Francesca was born in Scranton, PA and lived in Moscow, PA until moving to Naples, FL in
2010. She has been studying ballet since the age of 5.She has studied dance at the Ballet
Theatre of Scranton under the direction of Joanne Arduino for 6 years and modern dance with
Irene Petraglia for 4 years. She has been dancing with Naples Academy of Ballet since the
Summer of 2010. Francesca completed summer intensive training at the Harid Conservatory
in the Summer of 2013. She has also completed summer intensives at the Naples Academy
of Ballet. Her inspiration is Misty Copeland and favorite style of dance is Vaganova. Her
Grandma Irene has been her #1 supporter and mentor, always making sure she is by her side
helping her achieve her growth and success. Francesca loves going to the beach, spending
quality time with friends and family, babysitting, listening to indie/alternative and R& B music,
and singing! She won her high school talent show for singing "Without a Word" by Birdie. She
works as a Barista at Starbucks Café. Francesca will be graduating from Palmetto Ridge High
School May 2015. Her current GPA is a 4.90. She will be attending University of South Florida
in the Fall 2015: Francesca has auditioned and been accepted into the School of the Arts where
she will major in Dance and Business. Favorite Memory: Francesca's third birthday. She received her first tutu and immediately put it on running and dancing all night long (she slept in it
many a day) She wrote "Thank You Mom and Dad for my TUTU!" and has been dancing ever
since!

Sarah Renfroe
Sarah Renfroe began ballet at NAB 5 years ago at the age of 13. A favorite memory is of her
very first performance as a tall 13 year old ballet 1 student up on stage amongst the other
much shorter, younger girls. Even better though was her attitude about this: she loved those
little girls and understood she needed to work up to the harder classes just like anyone
else. Which she did quickly. She has always enjoyed dancing with her friends in the classic
Nutcracker dances Waltz of the Snowflakes and Waltz of the Flowers and this year particularly
enjoyed her lead in the Dance of the Reed Flutes. Upon graduation from Naples High School,
she plans on attend the Savannah College of Art and Design in Savannah, Georgia majoring
in Conceptual Art. Sarah treasures her years at NAB: the friends she has made, the wonderful
teachers she has had the privilege to learn from, and the amazing experience of performing
full productions of well known ballets. Dance will always be a part of her life, even if it is only
for exercise and fun. But the life lessons learned at the studio will be a part of everything she
does in the future and the experiences gained will last a lifetime.

Stay tuned to the next issue of the newsletter to read more biographies of graduating seniors!

Spring 2015 February 2, 2015– June 27, 2015
Mark your calendars
Naples Ballet will be performing Coppelia May 30 &31 at The
Sugden Theater.
Tickets information will be available in the upcoming months.
Auditions are open to all ballet students and will be February 7 from 1-2 pm
at the studio.

Meet Me at The Barre 2015: Naples Ballet scholarship fundraiser
April 17.

Contact Us
For more information about
sponsorship opportunities:
Naples Academy of Ballet
1005 5th Ave N
Naples, Florida 34102
(239) 732-1000
giving@naplesballet.org
Visit us on the web at
www.naplesballet.org

Tickets are $150 per person. Please email giving@naplesballet.org with
any questions.

Scholarship auditions for the 2015-2016 year will take place in
May 2015.
Time & date: TBA

Naples Academy of Ballet
1005 5th Ave North
Naples, FL 34102
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